
CHINA UPDATE JANUARY 2018         1

CHINA UPDATE

JANUARY 2018 
1 OUR NAME HAS CHANGED

2 WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION 
PLAN FOR FOCAL DRAINAGE AREAS 
(2016-2020) 

3 13TH FIVE-YEAR VOLATILE 
ORGANIC COMPOUNDS POLLUTION 
PREVENTION WORK PLAN 

4 MANAGEMENT RULES FOR SOIL 
ENVIRONMENT IN AGRICULTURAL 
LAND (PILOT) 

5 NEW CATALOGUE FOR THE 
MANAGEMENT OF IMPORTED 
WASTE 

6 THE ACCOUNTING TECHNIQUE 
GUIDELINES FOR INDUSTRIAL 
POLLUTION CONTROL EQUIPMENT  
TO ELIMINATE POLLUTANTS AND 
COORDINATED CONTROL OF 
GREENHOUSE GASES (PILOT) 

7 GROUNDWATER QUALITY  
STANDARDS (GB/T 14848-2017) 

8 HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR 
RADIOLOGICAL WORKERS  
(GBZ 98-2017) 

9 PCBS WASTE CONTROL STANDARDS 

10 WATER RESOURCE RULES FOR 
SHANDONG PROVINCE 

Note: The regulatory information contained 
herein is current as of January 2018. The 
next issue of the China Update will be 
published in March 2018.

OUR NAME HAS 
CHANGED — 
BUT NOT OUR 
DEDICATION TO 
CLIENTS
In 2015, ENVIRON strengthened 
its global position by joining with 
Ramboll, Northern Europe’s leading 
engineering and design consultancy. 
For a transitional period, we have 
used the name Ramboll Environ in 
some markets as a way to continue 

communicating this important 
milestone. We are pleased to 
announce that on 1 January 2018, 
Ramboll Environ began using the 
Ramboll name. We are now Ramboll's 
Environment & Health division – one of 
its largest global practices – and have 
added more than 500 experts in the 
Nordic countries to our network.  

We continue to help our clients 
address their most challenging 
environmental and human health 
issues. As part of the Ramboll global 
organization, we now also:

• Offer expanded consultancy 
capabilities in the energy, water 
resources, sustainable development 
and climate change sectors

• Provide assistance on larger, more 
challenging multidisciplinary projects 
requiring broader capabilities 

• Address important global issues 
such as the environmental and health 
implications of urbanization, climate 
change and resource scarcity

Learn more about our expanded 
services and Ramboll's global offerings 
at ramboll.com.

MORE ABOUT RAMBOLL

SIZE
With 13,000 experts across 35 countries 
and more than 300 offices, Ramboll is 
one of Europe’s largest consultancies.

OWNERSHIP
The Ramboll Foundation is the main 
owner (98%) of Ramboll Group A/S.  
The remainder of the company is 
owned by Ramboll employees.

HEAD OFFICE
Ramboll’s group management and 
head office are located in Copenhagen, 
Denmark.

RAMBOLL GLOBAL MARKETS
• Buildings
• Transport
• Planning & Urban Design
• Water
• Environment & Health
• Energy
• Management Consulting
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WATER POLLUTION 
PREVENTION 
PLAN FOR FOCAL 
DRAINAGE AREAS 
Issued October 26, 2017 

The plan carries out seven major focal 
requirements of the watershed pollution 
prevention section of the Water 
Action Plan, breaking down water 

VOLATILE ORGANIC 
COMPOUNDS 
POLLUTION 
PREVENTION WORK 
PLAN 
Issued September 14, 2017 

The 13th Five-Year Volatile Organic 
Compounds (VOCs) Pollution 
Prevention Work Plan enhances 
the prevention and control of VOC 
pollution and aims to use scientific 
management models to curb increases 
in atmospheric ozone. 

Under the plan, a comprehensive 
management system for VOC 
pollution must be implemented by 
2020. The management system will 
include the accelerated creation of a 
standards system, establishment of a 
comprehensive monitoring and control 
system, a permit system, enhanced 
statistical work and surveys, stronger 
monitoring and enforcement, and 
further improvements to economic 
policies.

The focus will continue to be on 
improving air quality in Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei and surrounding areas, as well 
as the Yangtze River and Pearl River 
deltas, and reducing emissions from 
the petrochemical, chemical and 
transportation industries. 

quality objectives for each respective 
watershed, clarifying the major direction 
of pollution prevention for each 
drainage area and the focal protection 
point for aquatic environments in 
Beijing-Tianjin Province-Hebei Province 
and the Yangtze Economic Belt. 

The plan works to achieve prevention 
and control of industrial, residential and 
agricultural pollution as well as protect 
aquatic ecology in drainage areas and 
guarantee safe aquatic environments as 
drinking water sources. 

MANAGEMENT 
RULES FOR SOIL 
ENVIRONMENT IN 
AGRICULTURAL 
LAND (PILOT) 
Implemented November 1, 2017

The rules require companies and other 
producers to adopt effective means to 
ensure that the handling and disposition 
of wastewater, gaseous emissions and 
solid waste conform to the relevant 
national regulations and requirements 
for the prevention of pollution on 
adjacent farmlands. The discharge, 
dumping or use of sludge, dredged 
sediment, tailings (slag) or other solids 
that could pollute soil is prohibited, 
as well as the discharge of industrial 
wastewater or medical wastewater into 
agricultural irrigation ditches. 
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CATALOGUE FOR 
MANAGEMENT OF 
IMPORTED WASTE
Effective December 31, 2017

The Ministry of Environmental 
Protection (MEP) together with 4 
other government agencies jointly 
revised the “Catalogue of Solid Waste 
Prohibited for Import”, the “Catalogue 
of Restricted Import Solid Waste to 
be used as Raw Materials”, and the 
“Catalogue of Unrestricted Import 
Solid Waste to be used as Raw 
Materials”, collectively referred to as 
the “Catalogue for Management of 
Imported Waste”. The revisions were 
made on the basis of the internationally 
recognized Basel Convention on the 
Control of Transboundary Movements 
of Hazardous Wastes and Disposal, the 
existing national Law on Solid Waste 
Environmental Pollution Prevention and 
Control, the Rules for Management of 

Imported Solid Waste, as well as other 
relevant national laws and regulations. 
The revisions focused primarily on 24 
types of solid waste which were moved 
from the “Catalogue of Restricted 
Import Solid Waste to be used as Raw 
Materials”  to the “Catalogue of Solid 
Waste Prohibited for Import”. The solid 
wastes are household waste plastics 
(eight types), unseparated waste paper 
(one type), waste textile raw materials 
(11 types), and vanadium slag (four 
types). 

The Catalogue of Solid Waste 
Prohibited for Import now includes 14 
types of waste, including waste flora 
and fauna products, plastic waste 
shreds, and tailings. The Catalogue of 
Restricted Import Solid Waste includes 
five major categories including wastes 
with metal content from metal melting, 
smelting and refining. The Catalogue 
of Restricted Import Solid Waste 
comprises only two major categories, 
i.e., wood and cork waste.  

ACCOUNTING 
TECHNIQUE 
GUIDELINES 
FOR INDUSTRIAL 
POLLUTION 
CONTROL 
EQUIPMENT
Issued September 4, 2017

The Accounting Technique Guidelines for 
Industrial Pollution Control Equipment 
to Eliminate Pollutants and Coordinated 
Control Greenhouse Gases (Pilot) is 
based on both Chinese and international 
study results and experience regarding 
pollutant and greenhouse gas 
accounting theories. Various accounting 
methods applicable to industrial 
implementation of de-sulfurization, de-
nitrification and VOC control equipment 
for emissions during wastewater 
treatment to remove pollutants and 
greenhouse gases were explored. Pilot 
projects will be carried out to assess and 
address any issues that occur in a timely 
manner, and to create an action plan to 
support decision making.

GROUNDWATER 
QUALITY 
STANDARDS  
(GB/T 14848-2017) 
Effective May 5, 2018

The standards aim to develop 
groundwater resources, prevent and 
control pollution, protect human health, 
and promote economic growth. The 
standards are divided into the following 
categories: groundwater quality, 
monitoring, assessment methods and 
protection. They apply to general 
groundwater but are not applicable to 
geothermal, mineral or saline water. 

HEALTH 
REQUIREMENTS 
FOR RADIOLOGICAL 
WORKERS  
(GBZ 98-2017) 
Implemented November 1, 2017  

The requirements stipulate basic health 
standards for radiological workers, 
indicators for unsuitable radiological 
work and guidelines regarding whether 
a worker is suited for the job. Recent 
revisions addressed the content on 
health requirements for workers at 
nuclear power plants, referring to 
related health standards for various 
occupations (such as pilots, firefighters, 
railway workers, etc.).  

Continued from page 2
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PCBS WASTE 
CONTROL 
STANDARDS 
Implemented October 1, 2017

The General Principles for the 
Identification of Solid Waste (GB34330-
2017) clarifies the scope of applicability, 
solid waste identification by generation 
source, solid waste identification during 
use and handling processes, materials 
not to be managed as solid waste, and 
materials not to be managed as liquid 
waste. 

The new Pollution Control Standards 
for PCBs-containing Waste (GB13015-
2017) redefines PCBs waste, add 
regulations for waste containing PCBs, 
including requirements for clean-up, 
packaging, harmless treatment and 
disposal, environmental monitoring, 
safety protection and emergency 
response. Management targets and 
classifications are also clarified, helping 
to control secondary pollution during 
the excavation and transportation of 
waste containing PCBs, as well as an 
environmental risk during the process of 
safety treatment and disposal. 

WATER RESOURCE 
RULES FOR 
SHANDONG 
PROVINCE 
Effective January 1, 2018

The rules are divided into general 
principles, planning, protection, 
allocation and management of water 
use, water conservation, and liability, 

IN TOUCH
For more information, please contact:
Mr. Xiao-Jian Zhou, Managing Director
Tel: +86 21 6473 6885
xjzhou@ramboll.com 
 
We prepare the China Update to apprise
clients of major EHS regulatory
developments in China. It is not intended
to constitute legal advice and should not
be relied upon as such.

and contain a total of seven chapters 
and 69 articles. Specifically, the chapter 
on water resource planning highlights 
the function of water resource plans 
and their connections to planning.

Under the new rules, protection is a 
priority, particularly for water from 
rivers and lakes. Remediation for areas 
with overdrawn groundwater, protection 
of drinking water source areas, and 
monitoring and testing of the aquatic 
environment are also a major focus. 

In terms of groundwater protection, the 
rules:

• Clarify and adjust boundaries of 
functional water area

• Enhance supervision, management 
and wastewater handling at discharge 
outlets that drain into rivers

• Implement dual controls of total mass 
and water quality

• Prohibit additional pumping of 
groundwater in places that are 
already over abstracted

• Enhance management of water wells 
and geothermal pumps

• Prohibit the use of geothermal pump 
systems to extract groundwater in 
protected areas

An overall plan for the use of all 
types of water resources is provided, 
specifying how to rationally allocate 
water for households, production 
and ecological use, enhancing water 
monitoring infrastructure, improving 
management of water usage right 
and usage control, and implementing 
regional controls on the intensity of 
water use.


